Freedom of speech, propaganda and censorship in the PRC: gradual progress or
perverted nationalism, stagnated political reform and stunted civil society?
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Introduction

Freedom of Speech and Censorship have been important issues throughout the world,
ever since Socrates chose to die rather than recant his views, and Qin Shi Huangdi
buried 450 scholars alive after burning their books®. Although freedom of speech,
especially in cyberspace, is much greater than before the reform period, questioning the
legitimacy of the one-party system is off limits, and the government maintains a list of
sensitive topics which are censored, such as Tibet and Uighur separatism, the June 4
massacre, higher-level cadre corruption and other topics whose discussion undermines
the Party. In addition, the propaganda departments are constantly banning or restricting
reporting of new topics, while producing official versions of other topics which have to be
followed. A "Grand Paradox" can be observed, especially in cyberspace, with both
general freedom and specific repression increasing.
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What I propose to study:

1) The Chinese Propaganda System in the news media, cyberspace, and education

2) The censorship of dissenting views or unharmonious information carried out by the
Propaganda System

3) The effectiveness of censorship in the Education system and the media in removing
certain events from the collective memory.

4) The extent of ignorance amongst university students of certain historical events which
are inconvenient for CCP historiography, such as the 1989 democracy movement and its
violent supression, and China's history of military aggression against its neighbours.
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Why it should be studied:

There are many good reasons to study the Propaganda System

1)The ProEaganda System is a microcosm of CCP control and it's "atrophy and
adaption"”.

1. This is imortalized in the Chinese idiom ZHiiE



2) China is investing 45 billion yuan in a massive expansion of it's external propaganda3,
while simultaneously tightening control of internal media®®. This is happening at a time
when government and commercial news agencies in western countries are under
pressure and cutting back on news reporting.

3)

Since 1989, and the strengthening of "patriotic education”, a generation of students
have been indoctrinated in a rather one-sided, victim-victor version of history, in which
China's imperialist and Communist past is conveniently censored® . Now that this
generation is entering higher education, we have an opportunity to test the results of
such propaganda on this generation.

4) It could be argued that the vitality of the propaganda system is inversely proportional
to freedom of expression and freedom of information, which is itself a precondition for
political progress. A fully functional legal system, democratic government and an
independent media all depend on freedom of information and freedom or speech.
Clarifying the strengths, weaknesses and overall effectiveness of the system helps us
evaluate the possibility of political development and better China-West relations. Thus
the vitality of the propaganda-censorship system is a yardstick for China's political
;tagnation, and its atrophy is a yardstick for progress.

5) The issue of censorship is already a source of friction in International Relations and
likely to become more important over time® . Free access to information is becoming
more important to economic growth and free flow of knowledge may become a trade
issue. This issue has been highlighted by the controversial decision by Google to close
down their Chinese search business, and subsequent comments by Hillary Clinton on the
issue.

6) The system has not been studied much, except to dismiss its importanceg.

2. Iavid Shambaugh, China's Communist Party: Atrophy and Adaptation, 2008

3. Nicholas Bequelin, China's New Propaganda Machine, Wall Street Journal, Jan 2009
According to the report, the investment will include a 24 hour English language TV news
service, 86 more overseas Xinhua bureaus and new programming in French, Spanish,
Arabic and Russian

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123326012456829891.html

4. According to a FEER report, the CCP has also created an online force of 280,000
commentators to promote the party line:http://www.danwei.org/featured_video/
david_bandurski_on_the_web_war.php

5. The International Federation of Journalists report, China clings to Control, Press
Freedom in 2009, paints a picture of increased control of media in China in 2009.
See http://asiapacific.ifj.org/assets/docs/026/101/5bc771a-e97d065.pdf

6. Yuan Weishi caused the controversy in 2005 with his criticism of bias in history
textbooks, which was based on a comparison of history textbooks in the mainland and
Hong Kong. The authorities used the publication of this essay in bingdian to order the
closure of the magazine.

Alisa Jones has given a good overview of secondary school history textbooks in her PhD
thesis.

W.J.F.]J Jenner, in the Tyranny of History, describes the problems of state-centricism
and ethnocentricism in Chinese historiography.

7. The "momentum factors" which include:A) Rising living standardsB) Awareness of legal rights such as property
rights and consumer and rising expectations of information rights.

C) Urbanisation

D) Spread of Computer access and falling price barriers to information

E) Faster Internet access speeds

F) The porous, decentralized nature of Internet.

8. Dong Xiang's editor said on RFA Google's departure is the biggest attack on the CCP
in recent years

9. Brady, Marketing Dictatorship, 2008
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http://asiapacific.ifj.org/assets/docs/026/101/5bc771a-e97d065.pdf

Most studies have focused on the newest aspects, especially the internet, without
looking at the whole system, which includes literature, primary, secondary and higher
education, the arts, popular music, cinema, Confucius Institutes, etc.

7) The effectiveness of the system has not been evaluated.

8) The system is a large and expensive one with deleterious effects on society and
China's foreign relations. The system is damaging to China's soft power, because it robs
China's institutions of vitality and credibility, especially the media and education.

9) China's censorship activities have become a negative role model, described as the
Beijing Consensus, the China model, etc. Other governments and jurisdictions are
following China's example of censoring the Internet!0!,

10) The system prevents China from realizing its potential, while its continued existence
and strengthening provides support for Pei's "trapped transition" theory of China's
development.
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How I would research this topic.

Censorship is a sensitive topic which is itself subject to censorshiplz.

10. US counter intelligence when suppressing leaks of sensitive material has used the justification that China is blocking
wikileaks.org: http:/file.wikileaks.org/file/us-intel-wikileaks.pdf

11. On Mar 23, 2010, a Brazilian court in the northern state of Rondonia slapped the
search engine giant with a fine of 2,700 dollars for each day that the pages remained up
on the social networking site.

The court also ordered Google to stop sleazy material from being posted on its social
networking site, brushing aside the internet behemoth's argument that it did not have
the technical means or workforce required to police or censor pages on Orkut.

The court also noted that Google already implemented such curbs on its pages in China.
However, it did not address the Google-China dispute.

The lawsuit reportedly came up when two teenagers complained that the jokes on Orkut
pages offended them.

Orkut has its biggest following in Brazil.http://news.oneindia.in/2010/03/24/fresh-
censorship-trouble-for-google-in-brazil.html
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First I would describe the subject giving an overview including important elements which
are not currently fashionable as the internet these days, such as education. I would

1) Draw on the work of Shambaugh, Alisa Jones, Brady, He Qinglian and MacKinnonn to
describe the system.

2) I would update this work with information about recent developments such as press
and NGO reports.

3) I would supplement this with interviews with NGOs, writers, journalists, dissidents,
bloggers who have been censored, and if possible central, provincial and local officials of
the propaganda systems, 50 cent commentators and ISP "net mamas"13.

Having described the system, I would examine its effectiveness in two ways, which could
be described as inputs and outputs of the system.

1) By putting sensitive material into cyberspace in the way that MacKinnon has done14,
and observing what gets censored in which virtual space. I would partially repeat
MacKinnon's research to see how censorship has changed over time. This part of my
research would take an up to date snapshot of the effectiveness of censorship in
destroying information at the stage when it is introduced to society. However,
MacKinnon's research, which was conducted by a team, seems to have taken about
three months full time work>. As I would not have time to repeat the whole series of
tests, I would repeat it with just the latest taboo topic.

2) To examine the long term effectiveness of censorship, I would also conduct a survey
of a group of young mainland Chinese who have been brought up in the "re-born"
propaganda state since 1989 to measure how effectively it has removed certain
important information from society and how ignorant these people are of such important

information, (eg events of 1989). To avoid the difficulties of research on the mainland, I
propose to survey groups of mainland students in Hong Kong and compare their
knowledge of key events, such as the 1989 democracy movement, and key people, such
as Zhao Ziyang, etc, with local students. I propose to re-survey them at a three year
interval, and to learn how their awareness of these issues changes during their stay. This
survey could take the form of a questionnaire, with questions multiple choice questions.
I am not sure how to do this without putting ideas into people's minds,but it could be in
the form of a multiple choice questionnaire.

Example questions:

1: Who the Premier of China was in the 1980s? (The death of Zhao Ziyang went almost
unreported in the mainland media, and in my experience most young people know
almost nothing about this man although he was the Premier of China for most of the 80s
and crucial in the success of the reform period.)

2: Who invaded Vietnam in 19797 (To test the myth, which many Chinese people have
told me, and which according to my readings is taught in schools, that China has never
invaded another country. )

In addition, I propose to survey British students studying Chinese in China and compare
their knowledge of and attitudes to recent political events that have occurred during
their stay in China with British students studying in the UK, to test the influence of the
propaganda environment on expatriates.

12. It it can be dangerous for Chinese citizens to provide information to foreigners on
the topic. The authorities have imprisoned such citizens on more than one occasion,
often by applying the laws on State secrets. Several examples can be found in State
Secrets: China's Legal Labyrinth, Human Rights in China report

13. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big _mama

Tsui Lockman, "Big Mama is Watching You: Internet Control by the Chinese government
<http://lokman.nu/thesis/>, unpublished MA thesis, University of Leiden
14, The research is summarised in: http://firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs

index.php/fm/article/view/2378/2089

15. the International Federation of journalists 2009 report suggests
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